The Year 2006
Since the end of World War II, a total of 232 armed conflicts have been active in 148 locations throughout the world, 1 including 122 conflicts in 80 locations after the end of the Cold War. 2 The annual incidence of conflict is recorded in Tables I and II , and Figure  1 shows the trend in various types of armed conflict by type back to 1946.
In 2006, there were 32 armed conflicts in 23 locations. This figure has remained constant for three years, following the post-Cold War period low of 29 conflicts in 2003. 3 While the number of conflicts is now a little higher than in 2003, the number of conflict locations remains stable at its post-1989 low of 23. Thus, the increase did not occur in new locations, but in countries that were already experiencing armed conflict.
Although the number of conflicts remains relatively low compared to the peak of 52 in 1991 and 1992, the continuous decline seen in the 1990s now seems to have ceased. This makes it questionable how successful the international community has actually been in solving conflict, as argued for instance in the Human Security Report 2005 (Mack, 2006 ; see also Mack, 2007) .
In 2006, 32 armed conflicts were active, a figure that has remained constant for three years. The decline in armed conflict observed through most of the post-Cold War period has ceased, at least temporarily. Many of the conflicts active in 2006 have a long history, which may have made them more entrenched and thus more difficult to solve. In fact, in contrast to the situation in the early 1990s, no new conflicts have erupted in the last two years. No interstate conflicts were active in 2006, but five of the intrastate conflicts were internationalized. While four of the conflicts recorded for 2005 were no longer active in 2006, four conflicts restarted, two with actions taken by new rebel groups and two by previously recorded actors.
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1 For an intrastate conflict, the location is a country. For an interstate conflict, it is two or more countries. Several countries (notably India) have several separate conflicts going on at the same time, which is why the number of conflicts exceeds the number of locations. For precise definitions of key concepts, see www.pcr.uu.se/database/definitions_all.html. 2 Additional information on conflicts active since 1989 is found on the website of the Uppsala Conflict Data Program (UCDP) at www.pcr.uu.se/database. 3 Last year (Harbom, Högbladh & Wallensteen, 2006) Table I . Armed Conflict and Conflict Locations, 1989 -2006 Level of 1989 -conflict 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2006 2006 1989-conflict 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2006 Intrastate 38 In an internationalized intrastate armed conflict, the government, the opposition or both sides receive military support from other governments.
Out of the 32 armed conflicts in 2006, 11 had been active for more than ten consecutive years. Many of the remaining 21 had been going on for over ten years, then experiencing a lull for a year or two, only to restart again. Thus, a group of highly protracted conflicts makes up the core of present global conflict. The one with the longest uninterrupted activity is the 41-yearold conflict fought over government power in Colombia. International efforts at conflict resolution now encounter protracted conflicts that are more difficult to resolve, as they have been entrenched in the social fabric and the parties have learned how to block peace efforts. This observation is reinforced by the last line in Table I Still, some support is found for the argument pursued in the Human Security Report if we look at the ratio of minor armed conflicts to wars. The fewer conflicts that escalate to war, the more likely that they have been contained by the parties themselves or by third parties. The annual ratio for the first post-Cold War years hovers around 2 to 1: in 1989, there are 30 minor conflicts and 14 wars; by 2006 the same ratio is 5 to 1, or 27 minor conflicts and 5 wars. This 'prevention ratio' has remained the same through the 2000s. The international community appears to be able to prevent armed conflicts from escalating to wars, but unable to end the number of conflicts. 4 In 2006, as in 2005, only five conflicts were classified as wars, that is, they had more than 1,000 battle-deaths. The number of wars has decreased significantly since the peak of 18 in 1991. Apart from three years in the new millennium, a figure this low has only been recorded for a few years in the 1950s (Gleditsch et al., 2002: 621) . The Iraq Lotta Harbom & Peter Wallensteen ARMED CONFLICT, 1989 -2006 4 UCDP has constructed a special database on preventive measures for the period 1993-2004 with support from the Folke Bernadotte Academy. It will soon be made available to the research community. 1946 1949 1952 1955 1958 1961 1964 1967 1970 1973 1976 1979 1982 1985 1988 1991 1994 1997 2000 2003 2006 Extrasystemic Interstate Intrastate Internationalized For the third year running, no conflicts were fought between states in 2006. However, five intrastate conflicts were recorded as internationalized. While scholars use the term in different ways and include interventions that range from diplomacy to military involvement (see e.g. Regan, 2000; Gleditsch, 2007) , UCDP categorizes an intrastate conflict as internationalized when a state that is external to the original conflict contributes troops in support of one of the primary warring parties. Thus, the category is strictly limited to cases where states send troops with the intent of aiding one of the parties, and, accordingly, interventions such as mediation efforts and peacekeeping missions are excluded. 5 The five conflicts that UCDP coded as internationalized in 2006 were the government of Afghanistan vs. the Taliban; the Iraqi government vs. the numerous Iraqi insurgent groups; the USA vs. Al-Qaeda; the Indian government vs. the Nationalist Socialist Council of Nagaland -Khaplang faction (NSCN-K); and the government of Somalia vs. the Supreme Islamic Council of Somalia (SICS). 6 The first three are in some way linked to the global war on terror (for further classification of reasons for intervening, see Harbom & Wallensteen, 2005) . In the first two a USled coalition contributed troops to the government side, and in the third a multinational coalition aided the USA in its conflict against Al-Qaeda, fought mainly in Pakistan, but also in Afghanistan and Saudi Arabia. The intermittent conflict over the territory Nagaland, which first erupted in 1992, is a less publicized case. It remained an internal affair until 2005, when the army of neighbouring Myanmar entered the fray. After a pledge by Myanmar's General Than Shwe that his country would not let Indian rebels operate from its soil, the Myanmar army initiated military operations against NSCN-K in close cooperation with the Indian government. The Myanmar army continued the offensive against the Indian rebels' positions on its side of the border through 2006. Finally, the conflict between SICS and the government of Somalia -supported by Ethiopia -is discussed below.
During the year, six peace agreements were signed: an accord between one of the separatist rebel groups in the Cabinda exclave and the government of Angola; one between the rebel group FUCD and the government of Chad; one between the Nepalese Maoist rebel group CPN-M and the government; one between the Minni Mannawi faction of the Sudan Liberation Movement (SLM) and the Khartoum regime; and two between the last remaining Burundian rebel group, the Rwasa faction of Palipehutu-FNL, and the government.
Conflicts Restarted by New Rebel Groups
In 2006, two conflicts were restarted by new rebel organizations. In the Central African Republic, a conflict was last recorded in 2002 when the forces of Francois Bozize made incursions into the country from neighbouring Chad, aiming to seize power in Bangui. They eventually succeeded in overthrowing President Patassé in March 2003. After three years of relative calm, organized unrest broke out again in 2006 when the rebel group UFDR (Union of Democratic Forces for Unity) took up arms 5 UCDP differentiates between interventions made in favour of a primary party and interventions made with the intent of getting the parties to talk or to monitor a ceasefire (termed third-party involvement by UCDP). The first type of intervention is further divided between military interventions made by 'secondary warring parties' (resulting in internationalized intrastate conflict) and other types of involvement, such as the supply of arms or rear bases provided by 'secondary supporting parties' (see Harbom & Wallensteen, 2005) . Data on all three types of parties can be found at www.pcr.uu.se/database. 6 For information on the states sending troops to these conflicts, see Appendix 2.
against Bozize. The leaders of the new group were part of the force that helped the president seize power in the first place, but by 2006 they opposed his regime as exclusionist, serving only the interests of his own ethnic group. The fighting was mainly located in the lawless northern part of the country, on the borders with conflict-ridden Sudan and Chad.
In Somalia, a conflict over governmental power has been reported intermittently since 1978. 7 The Transitional National Government (TNG), which had split in 2005, reconciled in 2006 and located its base in Baidoa until Mogadishu had become safer. By then, the Mogadishu faction of the TNG had been forced out of the capital by an expanding network of local Islamic courts, which eventually changed its name to the Supreme Islamic Council of Somalia (SICS). As the SICS expanded is area of control, Ethiopia sent troops in support of the TNG, in order to prevent the rise of an Islamic state on its southeastern border. After sporadic clashes during the autumn, the TNG and its Ethiopian allies launched a large-scale offensive that in a few weeks pushed the SICS back towards Mogadishu and forced it to abandon the capital on 27 December. The government entered the capital two days later, and continued to pursue militant SICS members in southern Somalia.
Conflicts Restarted by Previous Actors
Two conflicts were restarted by previously recorded actors. Separatists in the northeastern The column 'Year' shows the latest range of years in which the conflict has been active without interruption. The start year is found in parenthesis in the 'Incompatibility' column. This indicates when the armed conflict reached 25 battle-related deaths for the first time. If a conflict has been inactive for more than ten years or if there has been a complete change in the opposition side, the start year refers to the onset of the latest phase of the conflict. For more information on the conflict history, see ( While all the groups listed here are based in the Darfur region, their overall goal is to change the political system in the entire country. Thus, the incompatibility is over government rather than territory. In 2006, the following countries contributed combat troops to the government: Belgium, Canada, Croatia, Denmark, Estonia, France, Italy, Kuwait, the Netherlands, Norway, Pakistan, Poland, Romania, Saudi Arabia, Slovakia, Spain and the UK.
Definitions
An armed conflict is defined by the Uppsala Conflict Data Program (UCDP) as a contested incompatibility that concerns government or territory or both, where the use of armed force between two parties results in at least 25 battle-related deaths in a year. Of these two parties, at least one has to be the government of a state. The incompatibility is the stated (in writing or verbally) generally incompatible positions. More detailed definitions can be found on UCDP's webpage, at www.ucdp.uu.se.
The conflicts are divided into two levels of severity:
• Minor armed conflicts: at least 25 battle-related deaths in a given year and fewer than 1,000.
• War: at least 1,000 battle-related deaths in a year. A conflict can change the level of severity from one year to the next. The conflicts are also divided by type:
• Interstate armed conflict: between two or more states.
• Internationalized internal armed conflict: between the government of a state and one or more internal opposition groups, with intervention from other states in the form of troops.
